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 Biographical Note: 

John Barnett Waterman, son of Thomas Scott and Caroline Louise (Barnett) Waterman, was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, December 21, 1865, and died in Mobile, Alabama, April 30, 1937. He received his early education in the private schools of New Orleans, and attended 

Tulane University but left at the age of eighteen. Following a short career in civil 

engineering, he entered the transportation field, serving in the traffic department of the 

Illinois Central RR, and later, the Texas Pacific RR. He later became export agent with the 

Missouri Pacific RR.  During the war with Spain, Waterman, a member of the Louisiana State 

Guard, served thirteen months in Cuba as a captain in the 2d Volunteer regiment.  

 

In 1902 Waterman moved to Mobile as manager of the Elder Dempster Steamship 

War II, the company operated a fleet of 125 ships, and its affiliate, the Gulf Shipbuilding 

Corporation, built scores of navy and cargo ships for the war effort. 

 



of the board of directors of the Chamber of Commerce, the Mobile Cotton Exchange and the 

Mobile Rivers and Harbors Committee. He was a member of the Boston Club of New 

Orleans, the Athelstan Club, and the Country Club of Mobile, and was active in carnival 

organizations. He was a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church. On November 15, 



terminal, carrying on airline freight operations and, by World War II, operating a fleet of 

125 ships over the seven seas. 

 

On January 21, 1955, McLean Industries, Inc. purchased from Waterman Steamship 

Corporation all of the capital stock of Pan Atlantic Steamship Corporation and Gulf Florida 



 
 

Access Restrictions: 





21. Code of Fair Competition, 1935 
22. Cohrs and Amme - Correspondence (1 of 2) 
23. Cohrs and Amme - Correspondence (2 of 2) 
24. Comptroller General (U.S.) - Correspondence, 1932-36 
25. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Hastings  - SS Antinous , 1934 (1 of 2) 
26. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Hastings  - SS Antinous , 1934 (2 of 2) 
27. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Kenowis  - SS Afoundria  - 
SS MaidenCreek ,1933-35 (1 of 3) 
28. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Kenowis  - SS Afoundria  - SS Maiden  Creek , 
1933-35 (2 of 3) 
29. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Kenowis  - SS Afoundria  - SS Maiden  Creek , 
1933-35 (3 of 3) 
30. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Topa Topa  - SS West Hika  -SS Afoundria - 
SS Maiden Creek , 1931  
31. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS Topa Topa  - SS West Hika  - SS Afoundria  - 
SS Maiden Creek , 1932 
32. Construction Loan Correspondence - SS West Hika  - SS Topa Topa , 1933-34 
33. Contracts - Operating, 1919, 1953 
34. Cotton Bills of Lading - Correspondence, 1926-29 
35. Cotton - Reports - Shipments - Correspondence, 1926-27 
36. Creary, W.H. - Correspondence, 1934-1935 
37. Cuban Agency - Correspondence, 1925 
38. Dalton, A.C. - Correspondence, 1926-28 
39. Dauelsberg, Herman (Breman, Germany) - Correspondence, 1924-28 
40. Deck, Engine and Steward's - Stores and Equipment Reports, 1934-37 





Box 4 
 
1. SS Lake Capens  - Insurance - Inspection 
1A. SS Lake Capen s - Mortgage - Transfer of Title 
2. SS Lake Fairport  - Correspondence, 1926-1928 
3. SS Lake Fairport  - Bill of Sale - Mortgage, 1925-1930 
4. SS Lake Fairport  - Insurance - Correspondence, 1926-1928 
5. SS Lake Fairport  - Transfer of Title, 1925-1926 
6. SS Lake Fairport  - Libel Suit - Correspondence, 1927-1928 
7. SS Lake Fairport  - Charter - Mortgages, 1926-1929 
8. SS Lavada  - London Service, 1924 
9. Leatherbury, F.L. - Correspondence, 1929-1936 
10. LeBlanc, S.A. - Correspondence, 1927-1931 
11. Liverpool Bill of Lading Conference - Correspondence, 1910-1923 
12. Load Lines, U.S. Vessels - Correspondence and Legislation, 1929-1930 
13. Longshoreman Problems, 1921-1923 
14. Louisiana - Corporation Taxes, 1926 
15. SS Luckenbach, Edgar F  - Insurance, 1933-1934 
16. Lump Sum Plan - Profit-Sharing Contracts, 1927-1930 
17. Lykes Brothers SS Co. - Correspondence, 1927-1928 
18. Lyons, Joseph H. - Correspondence, 1932-1933 
19. SS Maiden Creek  - Damage Report, 1926 
20. Managing and Operating Agreements, 1920 (1 of 3) 
21. Managing and Operating Agreements, 1920 (2 of 3) 
22. Managing and Operating Agreements, 1920 (3 of 3) 
23. Map - Warrior Coal Basin 
24. Marine Employers Assn. - Correspondence, 1923-1925 
25. Marine Employers Assn. - Correspondence, 1926-1927 
26. Masters and Officers Instructions - Correspondence (1 of 3) 
27. Masters and Officers Instructions - Correspondence (2 of 3) 
28. Masters and Officers Instructions - Correspondence (3 of 3) 
29. McDuffie, Hon. John - Correspondence, 1924-1928 
30. McDuffie, Hon. John - Correspondence, 1929-1935 
31. McRae, J. Finley - Correspondence, 1932-1935 
32. Memphis Office - Phone Calls, 1928-1929 
33. McMillan and Harrison - Debt Correspondence, 1926 
34. Merchant Marine Acts, 1920, 1936 
35. Merchant Marine Conference, 1933 
36. Merchant Marine Conference, 1934, 1935 
37. Merchant Marine Educational Program - Correspondence, 1932-1933 
38. Merchants National Bank - Correspondence, 1926-1929 
39. Merchant Type Vessels - Reconditioning (Speeding Up), 1935 
40. Merritt, John A. And Co. - Correspondence, 1924-1925 
41. Miami (Fla) - City of - Allocation of Dock Space (1 of 2) 
42. Miami (Fla) - City of - Allocation of Dock Space (2 of 2) 
43. Middle West Foreign Trade Committee - Correspondence (1 of 2) 
44. Middle West Foreign Trade Committee - Correspondence (2 of 2) 
45. Miscellaneous File 
46. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1922-1923 
47. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1924 
48. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1925 (1 of 2) 
49. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1925 (2 of 2) 
50. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1926 (1 of 2) 



51. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1926 (2 of 2) 
52. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1927 (1 of 2) 
53. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1927 (2 of 2) 
54. Mississippi Shipping Co. (N.O. Pedrick) - Correspondence, 1928-1931 
55. Mississippi Shipping Co. - Post Office Investigation, 1934 
 
Box 5 
 
1. Mississippi Valley Assn. - Membership Reports 
2. Mississippi-Warrior Service - Federal Barge Line, 1926-1927 
3. Mobile, City of - Correspondence 
4. Mobile Data W/Brochures and Harbor Information, 1927  
5. Mobile Services - To England, Germany, 1922 
6. Mobile Situation - Port Services, 1923-1927 
7. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - By-Laws - Reports - Liquidation 
8. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Common Stock, 1925-1932 
9. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Correspondence 
10. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Lists of Sailings, 1931 
11. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Purchase of, 1934 
12. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Reorganization, 1928 
13. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Rules and Regulations, 1926 
14. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Statement of Account, 1929 
15. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1925-1926 
16. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1927 
17. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1928 
18. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1929 
19. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1930 
20. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1931 
21. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1932 
22. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1933 
23. Mobile, Miami and Gulf SS Co. - Trial Balance and Accts. Payable, 1934-1935 
24. Mobile Oceanic Line - Brief and Exhibits, 1934 
25. Mobile Oceanic Line - Cargo Statements 
26. Mobile Oceanic Line - Contractor Brief to U.S. Postmaster, 1934 (1 of 2) 
27. Mobile Oceanic Line - Contractor Brief to U.S. Postmaster, 1934 (2 of 2) 
28. Mobile Oceanic Line - Construction Loans 
29. Mobile Oceanic Line - Cost and Expense Statements 
30. Mobile Oceanic Line - Development 
31. Mobile Oceanic Line - East Bound Cargo Reports 
32. Mobile Oceanic Line - Engineering Operations 
33. Mobile Oceanic Line - Exclusive Port Allocation 
34. Mobile Oceanic Line - Foreign Agent Fees, 1928 
35. Mobile Oceanic Line - General Statement 
36. Mobile Oceanic Line - Havana Operations 
37. Mobile Oceanic Line - Mail Contract Correspondence (1 of 2) 
38. Mobile Oceanic Line - Mail Contract Correspondence (2 of 2) 
39. Mobile Oceanic Line - Operating Reports - Various 
40. Mobile Oceanic Line - Purchase Bid - Protests 
41. Mobile Oceanic Line - Reconditioning Program 
42. Mobile Oceanic Line - Repair Expenditures, 1933, 1936 
43. Mobile Oceanic Line - Repair Schedules 
44. Mobile Oceanic Line - Result of Operation - (United Kingdom & Continent), 1925 
45. Mobile Oceanic Line - Sales Contract Brief, 1934 



46. Mobile Oceanic Line - Sales Contract Correspondence, 1927-1930 
47. Mobile Oceanic Line - Sales Contract Correspondence, 1930 
48. Mobile Oceanic Line - Sales Contract Correspondence, 1931 
49. Mobile Oceanic Line - Sales Contract Correspondence, 1932 
50. Mobile Oceanic Line - Sales Contract Correspondence, 1933-1934 
51. Mobile Oceanic Line - Self Insurance 
52. Mobile Oceanic Line - Substitution of Vessels (1 of 3) 
53. Mobile Oceanic Line - Substitution of Vessels (2 of 3) 
54. Mobile Oceanic Line - Substitution of Vessels (3 of 3) 
55. Mobile Oceanic Line - 







5. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1925-1927 
6. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1928-1929 
7. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1930-1931 
8. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1932 
9. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1933 
10. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1934 
11. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1935 
12. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1936 
13. Ryan Stevedoring Co. - Trial Balance Sheets, 1937 
14. Ryan, Mrs. J.P. - Correspondence 
15. Sabine District Operations - Correspondence, 1927 



3. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1933 (1 of 2) 
4. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1933 (2 of 2) 
5. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1934 (1 of 2) 
6. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1934 (2 of 2) 
7. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1935 (1 of 2) 
8. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1935 (2 of 2) 
9. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1936 (1 of 2) 
10. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1936 (2 of 2) 
11. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Correspondence, 1937 
12. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - General Report, 1935 
13. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Investigation 
14. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Mail Pay Dispute, 1934-1935 
15. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - News Stories 
16. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Pamphlets 
17. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Sailing Schedules, 1931-1933 
18. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Sailing Schedules, 1934 
19. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Sailing Schedules, 1935 
20. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Sailing Schedules, 1936 
21. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Sailing Schedules, 1937 
22. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - Operating Differential Application, 1937 
23. Subsidy Bills - Ocean Mail Contracts - White, E.R. - Correspondence 
24. Subsidy Bills - Postmaster's Report - FDR's Proposal, 1935 
25. Subsidy Bills - U.S. Maritime Commission Regulations 
26. Surety Bonds - Correspondence, 1919  
27. Surety Bonds - Correspondence, 1920 
28. Surety Bonds - Release, 1928 
29. Surety Bonds - Correspondence, Feb. 1920 
30. Surety Bonds - Correspondence, Mar.-July 1920 
31. Surety Bonds - Correspondence, 1921 
32. Tampa Allocation - Exclusive Privileges 
33. Tampa Inter-Ocean SS Co. - Bid Endorsements, 1929 
34. Tampa Inter-Ocean SS Co. - Correspondence, 1924-1926 
35. Tariff Rates - Freight, Passengers 
36. Tennessee-Tombigbee River Project - Correspondence, 1927-1935 
37. SS Topa Topa  - Time Trials - Damages 
38. Toulmin, J.E. - Correspondence, 1924-1931 
39. Turner, Horace - Correspondence, 1922-1925 
40. Turner, Horace - Correspondence, 1926-1928 
41. Turner, Horace - Correspondence, 1929, 1935 
42. U.S. Department of Commerce - Questionnaire, 1934 
43. U.S. Department of Commerce - Shipping Policy, 1934 
44. U.S. Line Company - Correspondence, 1936 
45. U.S. Maritime Commission - Correspondence, 1936-1937 
46. U.S. Ship Operators Assn. - Correspondence, 1923 (1 of 3) 
47. U.S. Ship Operators Assn. - Correspondence, 1923 (2 of 3) 
48. U.S. Ship Operators Assn. - Correspondence, 1923 (3 of 3) 
 
Box 10 
 
1. U.S. Shipowners Assn. - Correspondence - 1927 
2. U.S. Shipowners Assn. - Operating Contract, 1927-1928 
3. U.S. Shipping Act - Correspondence, 1926 
4. U.S. Shipping Board - Arthur, C.O. -   Correspondence 



5. U.S. Shipping Board - Barnett, J.W. - Correspondence, 1933 (1 of 2) 
6. U.S. Shipping Board - Barnett, J.W. - Correspondence, 1933 (2 of 2) 
7. U.S. Shipping Board - Barnett, J.W. - Correspondence, 1934 
8. U.S. Shipping Board - Bond Cancellation - Sales Contract 
9. U.S. Shipping Board - Circulars - Instructions 
10. U.S. Shipping Board - Cocke, A.C. - Correspondence, 1926 
11. U.S. Shipping Board - Cocke, A.C. - Correspondence, 1927 
12. U.S. Shipping Board - Cocke, A.C. - Correspondence, 1928-1929 
13. U.S. Shipping Board - Complaint Hearings, 1934-1935 
13A U.S. Shipping Board - Cone, Admiral H.I. - Corres   C



54. Waterman, C.C. - Transfer, 1935 
55. Waterman, John B. - Christmas Correspondence, 1934-1936 
 
Box 11 
 
1A. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1910-1920 
1B. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1921-1925 
1C. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1926-1928 
2. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1929 
3. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1930-1931 
4. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1932 
5. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1933 
6. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1934 
7. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1935 
8. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1936 (1 of 2) 
9. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1936 (2 of 2) 
10. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence, 1937 
11. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence - Military Affairs, 1916-1919, 1933-1934 
12. Waterman, John B. - Correspondence - Personal 
13. Waterman, John B. - Reading File, July-Sept. 1935 
14. Waterman, John B. - Reading File, Oct.-Dec. 1935 
15. Waterman Line  - Freight Tariff, 1937 
16. Waterman SS Corp. - Annual Report, 1933 
17. Waterman SS Corp. - Annual Reports, 1934-1935-1936 
18. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1920 
19. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1923 
20. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1924 
21. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1925 
22. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1926 
23. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1927 
24. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1928 
25. Waterman SS Corp. - Audit, 1929 
26. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, 1923, 1925 
27. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, 1926 
28. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Jan.-July 1927 
29. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Aug.-Nov. 1927 
30. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Jan.-April 1928 
31. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, May-July-August 1928 
32. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Sept.-Dec. 1928 
33. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Jan.-April 1929 
34. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, May-Aug. 1929 
35. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Sept.-Dec. 1929 
36. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Jan.-April 1930 
37. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, May-Aug. 1930 
38. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Sept.-Dec. 1930 
39. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Oct.-Nov. 1931 
40. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Jan.-July 1932 
41. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Aug.-Dec. 1932 
42. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Jan.-April 1933, June 1933 
43. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet, Aug.-Dec. 1933 
44. Waterman SS Corp. - Balance Sheet - Income Statements, 1936 
45. Waterman SS Corp. - Board Minutes, 1935-1937 
46. Waterman SS Corp. - By-Laws - Incorporation, 1931, 1935-1936 



47. Waterman SS Corp. - Charter Agreements, 1936 
48. Waterman SS Corp. - Claims Against Government, 1936 
49. Waterman SS Corp. - Combined Operating Statements, Oct. 1935-Nov. 1936 
50. Waterman SS Corp. - Combined Operating Statements, Dec. 1936-Feb. 1937 
51. Waterman SS Corp. - Comparison Charts - ( Mileage, Rates, etc.) 
52. Waterman SS Corp. - Comparative Statement, 1924-1925 
53. Waterman SS Corp. - Confidential Report - (Emergency Fleet Corp.), 1922 
54. Waterman SS Corp. - Correspondence, General, 1934-1936 
55. Waterman SS Corp. - Daily Cost Data - Various Ships, 1937 
56. Waterman SS Corp. - Daily Cost Reports, 1935-1937 
57. Waterman SS Corp. - Depreciation Report, 1932 
58. Waterman SS Corp. - Election of Officers, 1936 
59. Waterman SS Corp. - Financial Reports - Various, 1925-1934 
 
Box 12 
 
1. Waterman SS Corp. - (Agency) - Financial Statement, 1936 
2. Waterman SS Corp. - (Agency) - Financial Statements, 1937 
3. Waterman SS Corp. - Fleet Reconditioning Reports  
4. Waterman SS Corp. - Fleet Repair Expenditures, 1931-1936 
5. Waterman SS Corp. - Foreign Agencies - Correspondence, 1922-1924 (1 of 2) 
6. Waterman SS Corp. - Foreign Agencies - Correspondence, 1924 (2 of 2) 
7. Waterman SS Corp. - Foreign Agencies - Correspondence, 1925-1936 (3 of 3) 
8. Waterman SS Corp. - Historical Information - Notes 
9. Waterman SS Corp. - Insurance, Group - Correspondence, 1935 
10. Waterman SS Corp. - Insurance - Carious Ships - Correspondence, 1926-1936 
11. Waterman SS Corp. - Legal Opinions, 1927-1935 
12. Waterman SS Corp. - Linjnen (Rotterdam) N.V. - Incorporation, 1935 
13. Waterman SS Corp. - 



38. Waterman SS Corp. - Shipbuilding Costs - Correspondence, 1935 
39. Waterman SS Corp. - Stock Dividends - Correspondence, 1919-1936 
40. Waterman SS Corp. - 




