


357. Aug. 20 - 1951

New Orleans vs. Mobile

The Mobile Bears opened a twelve -game home stand last night defeating the New Orleans
Pelicans 5 to 4. Griffith, Cox, and Lako s was on the mound for Mobile. It finally took Tom

Lakos to hold the Pelicans down and win the game.



Sep 16 — 1951



362. NEWSPAPER PHOTOS OF MEMBERS OF THE 1951 MOBILE BEARS:
PHOTO 1 — PETE WOJEY AND LEO GRIFFITH
PHOTO 2 — RAY DABEK AND STEVE LEMBO

363. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE 1951 MOBILE BEARS: MANAGER PAUL CHERVINKO,
LAGA, WALT ROGERS, JOHNNIE KLIPPSTEIN, WALT MORYN, PETE WOJEY , DEE FUNDY,
SPOOK JACOBS; ONE UNIDENTIFIED

364. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE 1951 MOBILE BEARS: LES BARNES, TOMMY LAKQOS,
JIMMY WILLIAMS, WAYNE BELARDI, GLEN COX, STEVE LEMBO, CLIFF ABBERSON, ROSS

ROSE, FRED POSTOLESE

365. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE 1951 M






368. Mobile Register July 30 — 1952

Chattanooga vs. Mobile

The Mobile Bears were back in a winning mood last night at Hartwell Field with a score of 8

to 4 in their favor.

The victory protected  Mobile’s hold on fourth place.

The Bears with Don Zimmer, Chuck Coles, and Tom Lakos, in the hero spotlight, staged an

uphill battle to overcome the Lookouts. Pete Nicolas was the starting pitcher for the Bears,

but after two innings was relieved by Tom La kos, who was credited with the win in his

second game since rejoining the Mobile Bears. Coles made a two- base hit and Don Zimmer,

a two -run homer during the game.

July 31 — 1952

Chattanooga vs. Mobile

The Lookouts were stopped cold by Wade Bro whing last night at Hartwell Field with a 3to 0



Antonello and Teed are with the Mobile Bears this season and Romano, Belardi, and Lembo

are former members of the Mobile Bears.

Sep 8 — 1952

New Orleans vs. Mobile

Manager Ed Head'’s Mobile Bears climaxed a brilliant stretch drive with a 3 to 1 victory over
the New Orleans Pelicans last night at Hartwell Field, and streaked across the finish line in
third place, half a game ahead of New Orleans, as the Southern Assoc iation wound up its

1952 season.
Vercrouse started for Mobile, but was relieved on the mound by Lakos in the eighth inning



370. Sep 17 — 1952
Shaughnessy Playoff

Atlanta vs. Mobile

Ace Atlanta right- hander Art Fowler slowed the Mobil e playoff express to a slo walk at
Hartwell Field, allowing the Bears three hits and defeating them on a 4 to 1 decision to even

the semifinals battle for the Dixie Series birth.

Sep 18 — 1952

Atlanta vs. Mobile

Mel Himes, whose broad shoulders have carried much of the pitching load of the Bears down
the home stretch of the series, struck the Crackers with a five -hit 8 to 2 victory at Hartwell
field last night.

The win gives the Mobile Bears a 3 to 2 lead in the seven -game series.

Sep 19 — 1952
Mobile vs. Atlanta

The Mobile Bears Nose Out Atlanta to Win First Playoff

Atlanta Special — The Mobile Bears rolled into the finals of the Southern Association’s

Shaughnessy Playoff series last night when they edged Dixie Walker's Atlanta Crack ers 3to
2 to take the series, four games to two.

Jay Vercruse was on the mound for Mobile with a fine pitching exhibition to win the game,

although he was relieved in the eighth inning by Tommy Lakos.

Chuck Coles was the gent who delivered the wallop that



371. Sep 22 - 1952
Shaughnessy Playoff

Memphis vs. Mobile

Manager Ed Head's Mobile Bears and the Memphis Chicks battled to a 2 to 2 draw yesterday
afternoon at Hartwell Field in their Southern Association playoff finals which was halted by
darkness after the regulation nine innings.

Memphis has things their own way until the seventh when the Bears scored two runs to tie

up the game.

Bill Antonello started the rally with a walk, George Free se then pasted a two bagger in left-
center to score Antonello. Powell and Lindsey followed but never reached first base.

Free se was on third base with two down when manager Ed Head sent Jim Williams to the

plate to bat for Me | Hines and Williams sent a single between first and second base scoring

Freeze and the tying run.

Sep 23 — 1952

Memphis vs. Mobile

The Mobile Bears fought their way in their final Shaughnessy playoff series last night at

Hartwell Field when th ey shored home a run in the tenth inning to win by a score of 4 to 3.



372. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE 1952 BEARS: BOB GUDWICK, CHUCK COLES, BILL
ANTONELLO, WADE BROWNING, MIKE LEMISH, DON ZIMMER, RAY DABEK, DON NICOLAS,
LEON GRIFFETH

373. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE 1952 BEARS: JAY VERCRUSE, FRED WATERS, PETE
NICOLIS, JIMMY WILLIAMS, DICK TEED, WADE BROWNING, MEL HINES, MANAGER ED
HEAD, DICK TEED

374. NEWSPAPER PHOTOS OF MEMBERS OF 1952 BEARS
PHOTO 1 IS OF BEARS INFIELDERS: GEORGE FREESE, DON ZIMMER, NORM LARKER, LES
BARNES, AND JACK LILLIS

PHOTO 2 IS O F BEARS OUTFIELDERS: BILL ANTONELLO, CHUCK COLES, JIM WILLIAMS,
CARVEL ROWELL

375. Mobile Register April 1 — 1953

“Spook” Jacobs and Ross Rose

Vero Beach — The Mobile Bears suffered a terrific wallop in the belt when Forrest [“Spook”]

Jacobs, for four years the Mobile Bears second sacker, was sent to Fort Worth.

Ross Rose, the Bears former shortstop, was also sent to Fort Worth by the Brooklyn

organization.

Mobile, under the Brooklyn wing, has virtually always been a “first division” contender in the
Southern Association baseball loop. One pennant came the Bears’ way, back in 1947, and

the nos. 2, 3 and 4 spots have tenderly been possessed in most other seasons by

performers in the Bears livery.

DRAWINGS OF ROSE AND JACOBS



376. April 2 — 1953

Milwaukee vs. Brooklyn

George Shuba and Don Zimmer, both former Mobile Bear ballplayers, were in the lineup

with the Brooklyn Dodgers and combined their talents at hartwell Field last night to lead



April 16 —



Aug.30 — 1953

Louisville, Ky — Don Zimmer, a little man slated to fill some big shoes, is the American

Association’s “rookie of the year” according to League baseball writers.

July 19 — 1953

Wayne Belardi

Brooklyn — AP — Brooklyn used Way ne Belardi's grand slam homer to overpower the






Memphis, 87 — 67 — 565; Nashville, 85 - 69 —



Mobile fans were eagerly awaiting major league exhibition baseball for when it arrived

yesterday afternoon, no less than 9,287 spectators formed an overflow crowd at Hartwell
Field to see the Brooklyn team edge Milwaukee 8 to 7.

Hank Aaron played left field for the Braves and the fleet colored flychaser rapped out a

double and single and handled two chances afield without a miscue.

Former Mobile Bear players Erv Palica, George Shuba, and Wayne Belardi were in the lineup
with the Brooklyn Dodgers.

The Dodgers announced that Pete Wojey, a former Mobile Bear flinger, has been left in

Mobile until further notice. Wojey will be assigned to some Brooklyn farm club.

April 5 — 1954

Baltimore vs. Chicago Cubs

Yesterday [Sunday] at Hartwell Field, the Chicago Cubs smashed the Baltimore Orioles, 10
to 2.
Sundays verdict for the Cubs was featured by the seven -inning uprising that saw former

Mobile Bear catche r Bruce Edwards hit a two- run pinch- hit homerun.



NEWSPAPER PHOTO OF FREESE AND WARD

DRAWING OF JACOBS

386. July 10 — 1954
Cal Abrams

Detroit — AP — “l don’tt hink he’s a very good ballplayer. All he can do is run, and hit and

throw” It was jovial Jimmy Dykes, manager of the Baltimore Orioles, joking and his topic

was a 30 -year- old outfielder who couldn’t hold a job with three National League clubs — Cal
Abrams. [Abrams is a former Mobile Bear]

“When | saw him play in Brooklyn, | knew he was a good player,” Dykes said, as he puffed

on his cigar. “He’s been great with us. When the other teams hold him to two hits a game,

they think they’re doing good.”



387. Sep7 — 1954

Mobile vs. Atlanta

Atlanta — The Mobile Bears wound up a miserable 1954 season on a flamboyant note here
last night, upsetting the Atlanta Crackers twice, 3to 1 and 11 to 8.
Jim Ollis slammed his f  irst homerun since joining the Mobile club early in the summer to win

the nightcap for the Bears. Ollis’ blow came in the 10 ™ with two on base.

Final Standing of Southern Assn

Atlanta, 94 — 60 — 610; New Orleans, 92  — 62 — 597; Birmingham, 81 — 70 — 536;
Memphis, 80 — 74 — 519; Chattanooga, 75 — 76 — 497, Little Rock, 64  — 90 — 416;
Nashville, 64 — 90 — 416; Mobile, 63 — 91 — 409

Batting Record — Mobile Bears

Larker, 1B, 326; Bragan, 2B, 306; Shearer, CF, 294; Williams, CF, 291; Hoffman, P, 292;

Anto nello, CF; 283; Kerr, CF, 273; Olsen, 3B -SS, 276; Teed, C, 272; Dabek, C, 240; McCoy,
P, 227; Ollis, SS, 206; Mossor, P, 172; Ludwick, P, 136; Moxley, P, 104; Ludtke, P, 091,

Bigham, P, 077

Pitching Record — Mobile Bears

Ludtke,5 - 1 — 833; Hoffman,7 - 7 — 500; McCoy,5 -5 — 500; Mossor,8 — 9 — 471;

Moxley, 9 — 12 — 421; Ludwick, 2 - 6 — 250; Bigham,2 -7 — 220

388. Mobile Register Sep 12 — 1954
Open Letter to Mobile Bear Directors, in part

By Vincent Johnson






Clay Bryant’s charges rocked the American Association League club for 11 runs in the first

two innings to sew up the game early.

March 31 — 1955

Milwaukee Braves vs. Brooklyn Dodgers



for Montreal this year. Morm Larker, the Bear first base sacker last season, was left at Ve ro

Beach. They were undecided among themselves as to where he might wind up.

392. Mobile Register April 3 — 1955

Jimmy Gentile

Before the start of the 1955 Southern Association season, Manager Paul Bryant , while in
Vero Beach was worried about hi s infielders, and with wrinkled brows said “Jim Gentile is a
guestion mark at first base.” In the years to follow, Gentile’s record at first base and at bat

in the major league was not questionable.

April 6 — 1955
The Mobile Bears for 1955 Sea  son

Jim Gentile, age 20, from Pueblo; Fred Folkes, 27, Elmira; Rudy Rufer, 27, St. Paul; Marty
Devlin, 22, Army; Ken Pflasterer, 25, Pueblo; Ray Mitchell, 21, Shawnee; Chuck Coles, 26,
U.S. Service; Ed Lindsey, 21, Bakersfield; Ted Barts, 26, St. Paul; Do n Demeter, 19,
Bakersfield; Herb Olson, 25, St. Paul; Clyde Girreus, 26, Newport News; Al Ronning, 28,

Fort Worth

Pitchers

Joe Mathis, 21; Ralph Mauriello, 21, from Asheville; Hugh Moxley, Mobile last season; Bill
Sherman, inactive last season; Bob Walz, 23, Waterloo; Roger Wright, 32, Lincoln; Marvin
Roberson, 20, Shawnee; “Hamp” Coleman, 21, Montreal; Connie Grob, 22, U.S. Service;

Ken Hemphill, in U.S. Service

393. April 5 — 1955
Clay Bryant, manager, Mobile Bears

[by Vincent Johnson, Mobil e Register]






April 30 — 1955

Pete Wojey and Bert Hamric

Brooklyn, N.Y. [UP] — The Brooklyn Dodgers cut their roster by three Saturday when they
announced that pitcher Pete Wojey had been shipped to Montreal on the International
League and outfielder Bert Hamric had been sent to St. Paul of the American Association.

Hamric and Wojey are both former Mobile Bears.

July 20 — 1955

All Stars vs. Birmingham

The Southern Association 1955 All - Stars defeated Birmingham in Birmingham 10 to 5 last

night.



Sep 6 — 1955

Chattanooga Lookouts vs. Mobile Bears

The Bears, climaxing one of the greatest uphill struggles in the club’s modern history, were

members of the upper division yesterday at Hartwell Field [Labor Day] by reason of winning

a double -header from the Chattanooga Lookouts, 5to 4 and 4 to 3.

Final Standing of the Southern Assn.

Memphis, 90 — 63 — 588; Birmingham, 88 — 65 — 575; Chattanooga, 80 - 74 — 519; Mobile,
79 — 75 — 513; Nashville, 77— 74 — 510; New Orleans, 76 — 75 — 503; Atlanta, 70 - 84 —



Memphis — Memphis evened the count in games at three all here last night, outlasting the

Mobile Bears 11 to 8.

Sep 14 — 1955
Mobile vs. Memphis

Mobile had to go the route, but the Bears made it easy for Marriello in the deciding game
bunching their hits to pile up a six -run lead. Dick Young collects a homerun during the

game.

Sep21 — 1955

Mobile vs. Birmingham

Rickwood Field, Birmingham — The Dixie Series was the next on the time -table for the
Mobile Bears.
The Bears used an eleven hit attack on six Birmingham pitchers and a gritty eigh t- hit

mound job by Earl Mosser to defeat the Barons 8 to 2 here last night and ride into the post-
season battling with the Texas League champions. Mobile’s long- range attack included three

homeruns by Jim Baxes, Ray Shearer, and Dick Young.

397. Sep 28 — 1955
Dixie Series

Shreveport vs. Mobile



Herb Olsen brings in the first three runs for Mobile in the first inning with a long double to

left, and in the third inning Jim Gentile collects a homerun to score Ray Shearer who was on
base ahead of him.

The Bears scored four more runs in t he sixth inning and in this inning Hoffman, Mobile’s
pitcher, not being satisfied with being only a pitcher, started this inning himself with a

double to left field.

The last score of the game was made by Ray Shearer, who came home on a single made by

Jim Gentile.

Sep 27 — 1955
Mobile moved to the threshold of their first Dixie Series championship in 33 years last night
at Hartwell Field when they defeated the Shreveport Sports 11 to 6.
Ken Hemphill came in and relieved Earl Mosser in the second inning.
The fate of the Shreveport Sports was sealed in the eighth inning when Mobile scored four
runs.

In this inning, Dick Young made his fourth hit of the game.

398. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF 1955 MOBILE BEARS: RALPH ROWE, TED BARTZ, KEN
HEMPHILL, BILLY K ERR, MANAGER PAUL BRYANT, KENT PFLASTERER

399. DRAWINGS OF MEMBERS OF 1955 MOBILE BEARS: RALPH MAURIELLO (2), JIM
GENTILE, HERB OLSEN, DICK YOUNG, CONNIE GRUB, RAY SHEARER, BOB HOFFMAN, RUDY
RUFER

400. NEWS PHOTOS OF MEMBERS OF 1955 MOBILE BEARS: BOB WAL  Z, BAXES, RONNING,
KITSOS, FORIZS; PHOTO OF WALZ, RALPH MAURIELLO AND FRED KIPP; DRAWING OF KEN
HEMPHILL

401. Mobile Register April 3 — 1956
Pittsburg vs. Kansas City

at Hartwell Field yesterday



Fred Water’s return to Mobile after a five -year abse nce ended on a sour note. The southpaw
hurler now with the Pittsburg Pirates was the victim of an eleventh -hour comeback which
netted the Kansas City A’'s a 4 to 3 win over Pittsburg in the first of three major league

exhibition games for Mobile this week.

Waters strolled on the mound in the eleventh inning where he toiled for Mobile during the

1951 season with nine scoreless innings of spring hurling to his credit, and visions of adding

to that skein before old friends. And for two frames, the ex -Bear conti nued the whitewash
work of Nelson King, who has allowed the A’s only one hit in six frames. In the ninth,

however, the bottom fell out.

With two out and two on, the A’s third sacker lined a shot over the left field wall to halt

Water's shutout string. The drive hit the top of the concrete wall and bounced over as left
fielder Frank Thomas [formerly a New Orleans Pelican] stood by helplessly. Waters

unknowingly dug his own grave by walking the first two A’s, Vic Power and Spook Jacobs,

another ex -Mobile Bear, to open the ninth.

DRAWINGS OF FRED WATERS AND SPOOK JACOBS

402. April 5 — 1956

Exhibition Games, In Mobile

Milwaukee Braves vs. Brooklyn Dodgers



403. April 7 — 1956
Exhibition Games in Mobile

New York Yankees vs. Philadelphia Phils

Yankee long -range power was missing, but the New Yorkers ability to win wasn't.

The game yesterday afternoon between the Yanks and thele



Standing of Southern Assn.






Homeruns produced all the scores of the Giants victory, and they were produced by Dusty

Rhodes and Foster Castleman. The Giants got its turn at bat in the sixth, but the rain and

the eventual game calling followed and the contest reverted back to the last full inning.

Lemon on the mound for the Indians walked two and fanned three.

Barkley on the mound struck out two men and gave one pass.

Willie Mays was up twice at bat, but grounded out and was out on a pop fly.

Mobile’s Eddie Stanky, in an American League uniform for the first time in his career, held

down the third base coaching spot.

Bob Feller, Cleveland Indian immortal, was at Thomas J ames Park at 3:30 and at Vigor High

at 4:15 for the benefit of free clinics for the local youngsters.

411. Sep 8 — 1957

New Orleans vs. Mobile

New Orleans went for the homerun last night at Hartwell Field before 849 fans and found

enough power to win  — Wayne Belardi, a former Bear being among the Pelicans to cash in

on one of the circuit drives.

Standing of the Southern Assn.

Memphis, 86 — 66 — 566; Atlanta, 86 — 67 — 562; Chattanooga, 83 — 69 — 546; Nashville,
83 — 69 — 546; Mobile, 74 - 78 — 489; Birmingham, 74 — 79 — 484; Little Rock, 63 - 88 —
417; New Orleans, 60 — 93 — 392

Sep9 — 1957

End of the Southern Association Season

Chattanooga, Tenn. Sep 8  — The Atlanta Crackers won their 16 " Southern Association

pennant today o n the last day of the season, beating Chattanooga 10 to 2, while Little Rock






However, the Bears got rid of their light -heartedness in the scrap and prepared for the
serious business of tangling with Atlanta in t he first round of the Shaughnessy playoff.

The lineup of the two teams was as following:

Little Rock: Otey, LF -C; Brown, 2B; Hadley, CF  -3B; Secrest, 1B; Peden, P; Heyman, P;
Grunwald, RF; Brunet, RF; Slider, SS: Scott, 3B; Nance, CF; Spicer, C; Black, LF

Mobile: Waters, CF; Sauer, 1B; Dillard, RF; Baumer, 3B; Olsen, C; Pedigree, SS; Pawloski,
2B; McGaha, P

Final Standing of the Southern Assn.

Birmingham, 91 - 61 — 595; Mobile, 84 - 63 — 553; Atlanta, 84 - 70 — 545; Chattanooga,
77 — 76 — 503; Nashville ,76 — 78 — 494; Little Rock, 74 — 80 — 481; Memphis, 69 - 84 —
451; New Orleans, 57 - 94 — 377

414. Sep 11 — 1958
Shaughnessy Playoff

The Mobile Bears defeated the Atlanta Crackers at Hartwell Field 7 to 1 last night in the first
game of the Shaughnessy Playoff with Don Schaeffer on the mound for Mobile.
In beating Atlanta’s southpaw Hartman, the Mobile Bears took a commanding position in the

best of the seven game series in the first round of the Shaughnessy Playoff.

Sep 11 — 1958

The Mobile Bears rally in the ninth inning to defeat the Atlanta Crackers at Hartwell Field

last night 7 to 6.

The Crackers scored one run in the seventh inning which hardly matched Mobile’s four

scores, but in the eighth inning, the Crackers exploded an d made five runs, which put them
in the lead. In the ninth, however, the Bears came back by adding three more runs to their

four scores to finish the game victorious in an exciting manner.



Sep 12 — 1958



416. Aug5 — 1959

Memphis vs. Mobile



Stan Pawloski, 2B; Andy Frazier, SS; Sam Meeks, 3B; Fred Frickie, 1B; Ken Kuhn, 2B; Jack
Kubiszyn; Jack Waters, CF; Bob Jenkins ; Neb Wilson; Clarence Bartnnek(BEST GUESS),
fielder; Herb Olsen, C; Lavern Grace, C; Wally Seward, P; Chuck Kolakowski, P; Bob Allen,

P; Billy Darden, P; Ed Drapcho, P; Gerald Lis, P; Wynn Hawkins, P; Carl Mathis, relief; Jim
Coppock(BEST GUESS), P

418. Mobile Bears 1959

DRAWINGS OF CARL MATHIS AND MANAGER MEL MCGAHA; JACK WATERS; DON DILLARD

419. Mobile Register April 15 — 1960

Former Mobile Bears in Exhibition Here

Former Mobile Bear's Gary Bell and Dick Brown will be playing on opposing teams in Mobile
tomorrow at Hartwell Field when the Cleveland Indians take on the American League

champions, the White Sox. Bell is a field with the Cleveland Indians and Brown is a catcher

on the Chicago White Sox team. Brown was traded to the White Sox d uring the winter by

Cleveland.

Exhibition Games in Mobile

Chicago White Sox vs. Cleveland Indians

A trio of Cleveland right  -handers — Wynn Hawkins, Bob Grim, and Johnny Klippstine -
pitched the Cleveland Indians to a 4 to 1 victory over the White Sox ye sterday afternoon at
Hartwell Field.

Hawkins and Klippstine are former Mobile Bears. Hawkins was with the Mobile Bears [1959]

last season and Klippstine was the star pitcher of the Mobile Bears ten years previous and is

now well -established in major league company as a veteran among them.

Other former Mobile ballplayers seen yesterday in Cleveland uniforms were — Dick Stigman,

Don Dillard, and Carl Thomas.



NO PAGE NUMBER

Mobile Register April 7 — 1960



Vincent Johnson [Mobile Register] states:

“In the ordinary course of events, the Southern Association, unless the dire ctors has turned
superstitious, would have opened its 1962 season tonight. But there will be no Southern

opening tonight or any other night this season.

The Southern has made a disappearing act for at least a season and, from what we can

gather, there aren 't too many tears shed about it over the league.

We were looking through the record book at last season and we can understand why there

weren't a great many regrets expressed in Mobile.

The Bears have finished last in the Southern Association before, in fa ct, quite often, but
seldom have done as thorough a job as they did last season. There wasn'’t a single hitter

who was around any length of time who came close to hitting 300 while only two pitchers,

Gene Lary and Tom Richards, pitched enough innings to be considered in the running for the

top pitcher. ”

[Note] The New Orleans Pelicans deserted the Southern Association in the season of 1960 t



