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Union forces. After several bloody battles, a perilous retreat which included crossing rivers,
burning bridges, and near hits from falling artillery shells, Major Croom was re-assigned yet
again. He rejoined his former commander, Major General John H. Forney, who was a
commander in the Trans-Mississippi Department. The general's staff traveled by rail from
Demopolis, Alabama, to Jackson, Mississippi, and then was transported by wagon to an area
near Port Gibson. From there they went to Monroe, Louisiana, where General Forney
assumed command of General James Alexander Walker's former division. After re-
organizing his new army, Forney marched his troops to Monticello, Arkansas, then across
the state of Arkansas and down to Meinden, Louisiana, where they remained during the

winter of 1864



Despite having survived gun fire, disease, and financial ruin during the Civil War, Stephens
Croom was not able to overcome a case of bronchitis which he developed in the summer of
1884. He died July 29, 1884, at the age of forty-five, in Ashville, North Carolina, where he

had gone for the fresh mountain air that he hoped would cure him.
|

Elizabeth Whitfield Croom Bellamy

Elizabeth Whitfield Croom was born April 17, 1837, in Quincy, Florida. The older sister of
Cicero Stephens Croom, Elizabeth was also afforded a first rate education. While most upper
class women living in the nineteenth century received a very limited education that usually
culminated with their graduation from a "finishing school,” William and Julia Croom
encouraged their daughter to attend college. In fact, the Croom family moved from Florida
to Columbus, Georgia, in 1850 so that both Elizabeth and Stephens could get a better
education. While in Columbus, she attended the Reverend Thomas Bog Slade’'s school for

girls.
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due to William's business ventures. They eventually moved to the South permanently when
they settled in Eutaw, Alabama. As a result of her parents' change of residence, Elizabeth
and her husband operated the Croom plantation in Bolivar County, Mississippi. By the spring
of 1859, she had given birth to her first child, Bryan, and in 1861 Elizabeth had a second

child, Elizabeth, who was called "Bessie" by her parents.

Elizabeth Bellamy's childhood and marriage had been full of the kind of joy and
opportunities that most people living in the nineteenth century could only dream about.

However, that would all change with the Civil War. The first great tragedy of Elizabeth's life



At the end of the Civil War the Croom family found themselves in dire financial straits.
Elizabeth continued to teach and she also resumed her writing. She wrote a number of
poems, some of which were published in the Mobile Register . In 1866 her brother,
Stephens, moved to Mobile and he encouraged Elizabeth to write and to submit her work to

the Register and other publications.

In 1867 she became a nationally known author when her first novel, Four Oaks was
published under the pseudonym, Kamba Thorpe. It was a critical but not a financial success.
After her first novel, Elizabeth continued to write and by 1884, was publishing her work
under her own name. She wrote novels and short stories that appeared in book form and
were also published in national magazines such as Appleton's, The Cycle, Atlantic Monthly,
Youth's Companion, Black Cat, Lippincott's, and Ladies Home Journal. Even though her
writing was well received by literary critics, it never provided her with financial security.
Elizabeth continued to teach and in 1868 she accepted a better teaching position twenty

miles from Eutaw in Gainesville, Alabama, where she lived until 1877.

Stephens Croom invited Elizabeth to live with his family, and in 1877 she resigned her
position in Gainesville and moved to Mobile. Although she continued to teach part-time, with
the financial security that came from living with Stephens's family, she was able to devote

most of her time to her writing--at least for a while.

Tragedy struck yet again when Stephens died in 1884. His young son and wife were left
without any means of financial support. Elizabeth's care-free days as a writer were over.
She went back to teaching full time. Eventually, she and her sister-in-law, Mary Marshall
Croom, opened a school in their home on Augusta Street. Elizabeth continued to publish her

work and the money she received from it supplemented the family's income. She also gave



