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Background 
The purpose of this document is to provide interim guidance 
on laboratory biosafety related to the testing of clinical 
specimens of patients that meet the case definition (1) for 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and research work using 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 

This version updates the interim guidance with revised 
recommendations on research work and shipping procedures. 
It is important to note that vaccines which protect against 
severe illness are available

https://www.un3373.com/un3373-packaging/un2814/
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procedures of “core requirements” 1, as detailed in 4th 
edition of the WHO Laboratory biosafety manual (2), 
and 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/updated-working-definitions-and-primary-actions-for--sars-cov-2-variants
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2. Routine laboratory procedures, including non-



https://www.who.int/activities/strengthening-public-health-laboratory-services/videos
https://www.icao.int/safety/DangerousGoods/Pages/technical-instructions.aspx
https://www.icao.int/safety/DangerousGoods/Pages/technical-instructions.aspx
https://www.icao.int/safety/DangerousGoods/Pages/technical-instructions.aspx
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240019720
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240019720
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240019720
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272442
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272442
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