
 

Copy ri g h t Regi s t r a t i o n  

Do I need to register my work wit h the Copy ri ght Off ic e?  

No. In the Unit ed Stat es, copyr ight prot ect ion applies aut om at ically as soon as a wor k is creat ed 
and fixed in a tangible for m, such as on paper or saved electr onically. No not ice or regist r at ion 
is requir ed for your copyright to be valid.  
 
 
Are there any  adv ant ages to regist eri ng my work wit h the Copy ri ght 
Off ic e?  
 

https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap5.html
https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap5.html
https://www.etdadmin.com/main/home?siteId=163


How do I regis t er my work ?  

https://eservice.eco.loc.gov/eService_enu/?SWECmd=Start
https://www.copyright.gov/
https://www.copyright.gov/eco/single/help-type.html
https://eservice.eco.loc.gov/eService_enu/?SWECmd=Start


3.  Under "Copyr ight Regist rat ion" on the left side of the scr een, choose "Regist er a 
New Claim ."  

4.  Com plet e the inf orm at ion requir ed on each of the scr een s: Type of Work, Tit les, 
Publicat ion/ Com plet ion, Aut hor s, Claim ants, Lim itat ion of Claim , Right s & 
Per m issions, Mail Cer t if icat e, Special Handling, and Cer t if icat ion. Review your 
subm ission and add it to your car t.  

5.  Pay the fee online wit h credit / debit car d, ACH transf er via Pay. gov, or with a deposit 
account .  

���� Click Cont inue on the paym ent conf ir m at ion page. If you have an  accept able file 
type,  choose Upload Deposit to subm it your wor k online. If not, choose Creat e 
Shipping Slip to subm it a har d copy.  

7.  Aft er you subm it your online applicat ion, you will get an email acknowledging receipt. 
�,�W���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���X�S���W�R�������P�R�Q�W�K�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���2�I�I�L�F�H���W�R���P�D�L�O���\�R�X���\�R�X�U���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H�����,�I���\�R�X��
haven’t hear d back f �U�R�P���W�K�H�P���D�I�W�H�U�������P�R�Q�W�K�V, fill out the Stat us Request  for m to 
check on the stat us of your request.  

���� After your copyr ight has been regist er ed, you will receive a cert if icat e from the 
Copyr ight Off ice.  

 
 

How can I get more inf orm at i on about eCO? 
 
The eCO Tut or ial , eCO FAQ , and eCO Help Desk  have det ails of the regist r at ion process.  

https://copyright.gov/eco/help-file-types.html
https://copyright.gov/eco/help-file-types.html
https://copyright.gov/forms/status_form.html
https://copyright.gov/eco/eco-tutorial-standard.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/eco/faq.html
https://www.copyright.gov/eco/faq.html
https://www.copyright.gov/eco/faq.html
https://copyright.gov/forms/formtx.pdf
https://copyright.gov/forms/
https://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-forms.html#whichform
https://copyright.gov/forms/status_form.html
https://copyright.gov/help/faq/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://library.georgetown.edu/copyright/cc-for-libguides
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